
 

 
 
 

 March 13th, 2026 
 
The Honorable Nick Schultz, Chair 
Members, Assembly Public Safety Committee 
1021 O Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support for AB 1941 (Gonzalez) 
 
Dear Chair Schultz and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce, we write 
to express our support for AB 1941, which strengthens tools to 
prevent and prosecute organized metal theft targeting critical 
infrastructure. 
 
The Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce represents 
businesses throughout the Santa Cruz region that rely on secure 
and reliable communications networks to operate, serve 
customers, and maintain access to essential services. 
Telecommunications infrastructure supports emergency 
communications, including 911 and emergency alert systems, and 
plays a vital role in public safety, economic activity, and daily life for 
residents and businesses alike. 
 
The rising market value of copper has created a growing incentive 
for theft and vandalism targeting communications infrastructure 
across California. In many cases, criminals seeking copper will 
damage or destroy infrastructure such as fiber-optic lines, 
underground vaults, and wireless communications equipment, 
often with little regard for the widespread service disruptions that 
follow. These incidents can lead to outages that affect businesses, 
residents, and emergency services. 
 



 

Organized metal theft has evolved beyond isolated incidents into 
coordinated criminal activity that threatens public safety and 
economic stability. By creating a new charge for “organized metal 
theft,” AB 1941 would provide prosecutors with an important tool 
to address repeat and coordinated theft operations. The bill also 
supports improved information sharing among law enforcement 
agencies, public entities, and industry partners through a 
statewide database designed to identify patterns, connect cases, 
and help dismantle organized theft rings. 
 
For local businesses and communities, reliable communications 
infrastructure is essential. Service disruptions caused by theft and 
vandalism can interrupt business operations, hinder emergency 
response, and create costly and dangerous consequences for 
communities across California. 
 
For these reasons, the Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce 
respectfully requests your support for AB 1941. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kristen Brown 
Executive Director 
Santa Cruz Area Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 
 


